
Click below to learn more and register. Interested in private
lessons? Call us at (434) 806-7062 or email
info@frontporchcville.org.
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Register for Winter Classes!

November 2019

We believe the best way to learn music is by playing
with others, and group classes at the Front Porch
are a great way to get started! From the youngest
children learning to hold an instrument and keep a
beat, to beginners learning new chords and
techniques, to advanced students studying new
repertoire, we have a group class for everyone. 
 
 Our newest additions this session include Piano for Wee Ones and
Drumming Exploration for Kids, as well as Beginner Bluegrass
Ensemble and Classics of Country Music Ensemble for adults.
Another new option is Open Play Tuesdays at 10 am — bring your
little ones to explore our instrument petting zoo, and help them
begin their path of musicianship!

 

12 - week session begins January 6th

 REGISTER HERE!

https://frontporchcville.org/group-classes/


What is your go-to fun fact?

Malia Furtado A New
Standard

TEACHER FEATURE

The sounds of Malia Furtado’s expert fiddling have graced
the walls of The Front Porch for over three years now,
tracing back to nearly the beginning of the organization. In
addition to teaching students of all ages, from pre-schoolers
to advanced adults, Malia also serves as our Director of
Music Education, developing curriculum for the Front Porch’s
core classes like beginner Guitar, Fiddle, Banjo, Ukulele, and
Mandolin and helping teachers and students make musical
connections.
 
Malia aims to create consistent music education
programming at The Front Porch and support students
playing music together as much as possible. The curriculum
achieves this by teaching the same songs across multiple
instruments so students can all play together from the start.
“The goal of this curriculum is to make The Front Porch feel
like one cohesive school,” Malia said. “We want to make sure
we  always offer high quality experiences.” Along with the in-
class aspects of the curriculum, the team has also created a
comprehensive set of instructional videos.
 
This standardized curriculum will allow students and
teachers at The Front Porch to track their musical
development. Malia has successfully captained the creation
of this new curriculum, but many of our teachers have played
significant roles in bringing it to life. Moving forward, The
Front Porch plans to continue the development and
implementation of necessary core curriculum to ensure the
best possible education for our current and future students.

I started playing violin when I was 3 with a Suzuki teacher. I recited
haikus, did 10,000 “taka taka stop stop” rhythms on the A string and
counted all my bow exercises in Japanese. I  grew up around music.
When I was really young I played in recitals, and in amateur Irish
jams with the neighbors. I remember busking in Rome when I was 7.
We started playing gigs when I was around 10.

I don’t remember not playing. I don’t remember the first time I
experienced wanting to play. I have lots of little memories that all
made me love music. However, it was also never something I
exactly chose, it’s always just been something that I did and that
pretty much everyone close to me does and does very well. I almost
feel like it’s just a personality or physical attribute - I have brown
hair, I’m an introvert, I play fiddle...

Q. 

Q. 

Q. 

Q. 

Q. 

What is your musical background?

What made you want to play music?

It was great, I loved it. I wanted to stay. The opportunity sort of fell in
my lap; my violin teacher hosted a French girl and I would go clean,
babysit, and milk goats and herd pigs, etc in exchange for lessons
so Triphene and I became friends and she asked me if I wanted to
go to France and I said, “psh yeeaaa.” So, her mom found a family
that was looking for an au pair. I went for a summer, then I went for
another summer, and then I went for the year. I had always wanted
to live abroad, for as long as I can remember, and I wouldn’t mind
living abroad again for a few years! Maybe I’ll mix up the country
though.

What was it like living in France?

What instrument do you want to learn

next?

PIANO. I asked when I was little and my mom promised that when I
turned 10 I could start, but it never happened.

I had a pot-bellied pig named Flower when I was little and I taught
her to do tricks. We could play pass with a soccer ball, she could
turn, beg, and I forget what else. "Malia goes the extra mile!" - Rennie Mapp



 

ROOTS & WINGS
We believe all children should have access to music education. Roots & Wings, our outreach program,
provides FREE high quality music education programming in neighborhood community centers, after school
clubs, and schools. Roots and Wings artists teach weekly music classes, lead children’s choirs, and provide
music mentorships to 150 children per week in Charlottesville.  Through partnerships with organizations such as
Boys and Girls Club, City of Promise, Blue Ridge Juvenile Detention Center, Charlottesville Action Foster
Families, and the local school systems, Roots & Wings has been steadily growing its impact in Charlottesville.
Roots & Wings aims to connect everyone through music by breaking down  barriers that  prevent children from
ever touching a piano or singing in a choir. We offer the children of Charlottesville a wide range of opportunities,
from learning to play an instrument, write a song, sing a harmony, to immersing themselves into the broader
musical community through performances and special events.

“I learn to keep
calm while I play
music. I get a lot
of work done in
one day.”

“(My mentor) gave
me a place to
practice. It’s too busy
to practice at home"

"Jack Sheehan (music mentor) works with one of our very talented and music
loving trumpet player. This class is a 6th grade brass class and this student never
takes his instrument home, ever.  This last tutoring session Jack gave him some
"licks" to work on over the weekend and HE TOOK HIS INSTRUMENT

 

HOME! He also let us know he brought it
back today so he would have it for class. 
 This, for me, is a moment I have been
waiting for - the student loves his music,
he just needed a one-on-one supporter to
get him to the next level, bravo!" -Susan
Allen  - Walker Band Director

“I like (working with my mentor). I
like the attention I’m getting and I
feel more focused.”

MUSIC MENTORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE



The Front Porch is a non-profit roots music school based in
Charlottesville, Virginia. Our warm, family-friendly
environment is a place where inspiration happens: we host
classes, workshops, master classes, weekly jams, and
performances. Our talented instructors, each professional
musicians themselves, offer lessons and group classes in a
variety of musical styles, including bluegrass, old time,
gospel, acoustic blues, and folk.
 
The Front Porch seeks to create a strong, vibrant musical
community comprised of music lovers of all ages, abilities
and backgrounds. As a non-profit organization, it is our
mission to make music inclusive, affordable, and accessible
to all. To that end, we offer scholarships, present lots of free
programming, and we have priced our classes at a level that
is below the national average without compromising the pay
scale of our teachers.
 
We believe that music is a universal language that brings
people together. It allows us to express ourselves creatively
and connect with others.The Front Porch aims to provide the
highest quality educational experience, coupled with
opportunities to practice and share in a community setting,
so that these rich folk traditions, long enjoyed by Virginians,
may be sustained for generations to come.

About The Front Porch

STUDENT FEATURE

What makes 
The Front Porch special?  

"There are lots of instruments!"
-Josh Whitaker; Private Ukulele

Lessons

"As a new, adult musician, I was scared,
but this is such a welcoming

environment."
-Ashley Privott; Private Guitar

Lessons

"The staff and the teachers are very
qualified and they make you feel

welcome."
-Mark Steward; Carter Family Songs

DONATE 

https://frontporchcville.org/make-a-donation/

